Dozens of states have long been capable of acquiring nuclear weapons, yet only a few have actually done so. Jacques E. C. Hymans finds that the key to this surprising historical pattern lies not in externally imposed constraints, but rather in state leaders' conceptions of national identity. Synthesizing a wide range of scholarship from the humanities and social sciences to experimental psychology and neuroscience, Hymans builds a rigorous model of decisionmaking that links identity to emotions and ultimately to nuclear policy choices. Exhaustively researched case studies of France, India, Argentina, and Australia -two countries that got the bomb and two that abstained -demonstrate the value of this model while debunking common myths. This book will be invaluable to policymakers and concerned citizens who are frustrated with the frequent misjudgments of states' nuclear ambitions, and to scholars who seek a better understanding of how leaders make big foreign policy decisions.
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Preface
One southern winter evening in Buenos Aires, I met Dr. Conrado Varotto, father of Argentina's once-secret uranium enrichment program. "The bomb is in the human heart or it isn't," he told me. "We could have done it, but we didn't, because the bomb was not in our hearts." I was skeptical of Varotto's claim, but in the end, after a great deal of research and thought, I decided he was right. Indeed, in a sense this book is an extended elaboration on Dr. Varotto's basic point. It argues that decisions to go or not to go nuclear reflect the psychology of the leaders who make them. In particular, there are discrete decisionmaking pathways leading from different national identity conceptions, through emotions, to ultimate nuclear choices. This argument not only provides what I think is a powerful answer to the nuclear proliferation puzzle; it also provides a potentially fruitful basis for thinking about foreign policy decisionmaking more generally. The project is nothing if not ambitious, and I am deeply grateful to the hundreds of people who have assisted and encouraged me to develop it. I owe a profound debt to the many politicians, scientists, civil servants, scholars, archivists, activists, and others who offered me their time and wisdom (and in some cases, their spare bedroom) as I struggled to discover the truth of their nations' nuclear histories. Some of these people are referenced directly in the text, but I am equally grateful to them all. Of course, their cooperation should not be taken to imply that they necessarily endorse the overall argument that I have tried to make here.
I had a dream dissertation committee in the Department of Government at Harvard University: Jorge I. Domínguez (chair), Yoshiko M. Herrera, Stanley Hoffmann, Alastair Iain Johnston, and Stephen P. Rosen. They opened new worlds to me. Professor Herrera was exceptionally helpful while I was preparing this book. My classmates in the Government Department also assisted me more than they can ever know. I par In addition to those listed above, a number of colleagues contributed mightily to the shaping of the book by reading draft chapters, sometimes more than once. I would be remiss if I did not express a particular debt of gratitude to Deborah Boucoyannis and Alexander George, colleagues and friends who have supported me and my project in extraordinary ways. I would also like to thank for their help James Alt, Kanti Bajpai, Michael Barletta, Bear Braumoeller, Marilynn Brewer, Wences
